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Partly sunny: High 77, Low 59 


CITY | STATE 


Veteran 
lawmaker 
Green 

to retire 


Long-serving 
Democratic Rep. 
Gene Green 
announces he won’t 
seek re-election, 

the latest Texas 
congressman to give 
up his seat this year. 
Page A3 


ts 


Houston Chronicle 
Rep. Gene Green 
plans to retire from 
politics in 2018. 


HEALTH 


Blood pressure 
of 130 is called 
the new high 
The nation’s heart 
experts tighten the 
guidelines for high 
blood pressure, a 
change that will 
sharply increase 
the number of 
adults considered 
hypertensive. 
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BUSINESS 


Goya Foods 
doubling its 
size in area 
Goya Foods plans 
to nearly double 
the size of its local 
manufacturing 
footprint to meet 
the demands of a 
growing population. 
Page B1 


WORLD 


Abbott backs GOP imam s rival. 


Rare involvement in House primary 
done to earn support for his agenda 


By Mike Ward 


AUSTIN — In a move 
that promises to deepen 
divisions in the Texas Re- 
publican Party, Gov. Greg 
Abbott on Monday en- 
dorsed a GOP challenger 


to incumbent state Rep. 
Sarah Davis of Houston. 
Abbott gave his public 
thumbs-up to Susanna 
Dokupil, a more conser- 
vative Republican like 
Abbott, who is running 
against the more moder- 


ate Davis, who also touts 
herself as “a conservative 
voice in Austin.” 

The announcement 
was the first endorsement 
of a legislative challenger 
by Abbott, who had an- 
nounced last summer that 
he would support legisla- 
tive candidates who sup- 
ported his positions on 
issues. In the past, it has 


State Rep. 
Sarah 
Davis, R- 
Houston, 
4. was first 
elected in 
2010. 
been rare for governors to 
get involved in legislative 
races so early — ifat all. 
The monthlong fil- 


ing period for candidates 
opened Saturday. 

But at a time when 
Steve Bannon, a former 
top White House aide to 
President Donald Trump, 
is injecting himself in U.S. 
Senate and congressional 
races pushing for Republi- 
cans to replace liberal and 
moderate Republicans 

Davis continues on A6 


HARVEY DEALS’ 
THE NEW NORMAL 


Makeshift hearings held as flood-damaged courthouse is repaired 


By Brian Rogers 


State District Judge Ma- 
ria Jackson stood up behind 
a shaky makeshift bench in 
the basement of the Harris 
County Jail and came eye to 


The inmate and his lawyer 
took three steps back to hud- 
dle, wedged in between eight 
other inmates along a cinder- 


block wall. 


Brief and overcrowded 
procedural hearings like this 


Jon Shapley / Houston Chronicle 
Judge Maria Jackson, left, listens as Stephanie Martin, a defense attorney, argues her client’s case in 
the 339th District Court, which is temporarily located in the basement of the Harris County Jail. 


By the numbers 


$127 million 


Estimate of the county’s building 
damage from Hurricane Harvey. 


113 County buildings 
damaged, including 


Oil may 
lose auto 


market 
by 2040 


Report predicts 
acceleration of 
new technologies 


By Collin Eaton 


The oil industry could 
lose its century-old grip on 
the transportation market 
by 2040 as consumers turn 
to electric cars, ride-hailing 
apps and other disruptive 
technologies expected to 
transform the way people 
get around, researchers 
predict. 

Within 25 years, one 
out of every three vehicles 
sold in major markets like 
the United States will run 
on electricity; increasingly 
stringent fuel economy 
standards will force global 
oil demand to plateau; and 
new mobility options, in- 
cluding car-sharing and 
ride-hailing, will mean 
people can travel a greater 
number of miles even as 
vehicle sales fall, the re- 
search firm IHS Markit 
said in a new report on 
Tuesday. 

“This will be the big- 
gest change in the auto 
ecosystem since the begin- 
ning of the 20th century,” 


said Daniel Yergin, vice 
chairman of research firm 
IHS Markit and a Pulitzer 
Prize-winning author. 

If the research firm’s as- 
sessment is correct, the oil 
industry that fuels Hous- 
ton’s economy could face 

Report continues on A8 


eye with an inmate in an or- 
ange jail uniform 3 feet away. 

“We're trying to get cases 
moving, so you need to make 
a decision,” the judge told the 
handcuffed young man ac- 
cused of rape. “If you need 
to talk to your attorney, go 
ahead.” 


basement exchange have 
generated hundreds of pleas 
and dismissals, dubbed 
“Harvey deals,” in what has 
become the new normal for 
the state’s largest criminal 
justice system in the wake of 
Hurricane Harvey’s destruc- 

Courts continues on A6 


courthouses. 
20 Guilty pleas reached 
in low-level drug 
cases in what have been dubbed 
“Harvey deals.” 
110 Drug cases dismissed 
by prosecutors amid the 


crunch at the criminal courthouse. 


Associated Bess 
Iranians mourn 
victims of the 
earthquake. 


Iran-Iraq quake 
death toll rises 
to over 400 
Rescuers dig with 
their bare hands 
through the debris 
of buildings brought 
down by a powerful 
earthquake that 
killed more than 400 
people in the once- 
contested border 
region between Iraq 
and Iran. Page A9 


GOP leaders pressure Moore to quit Senate race 


Fifth accuser steps forward, claims 
he assaulted her when she was 16 


By Jonathan Martin and 
Sheryl Gay Stolberg 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — An 
Alabama woman accused 
Roy Moore on Monday of 
sexually assaulting her 
when she was 16, the fifth 
and most brutal charge lev- 
eled against the Republican 
Senate candidate. Sen- 


ate Republicans now are 
openly discussing not seat- 
ing him or expelling him if 
he wins the Dec. 12 special 
election. 

The new accuser, Bev- 
erly Young Nelson, told a 
packed news conference 
in New York that Moore at- 
tacked her when she was a 
teenager and he wasa pros- 

Moore continues on A8 


Lawyer 
Gloria Allred 
holds up 

a sketch 

of Beverly 
Young Nelson 
when she was 
16 at a news 
conference at 
which Nelson 
accused 

Roy Moore 
of sexual 
assault. 
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